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TE2  EONORAELS 


The  Honorable  Mr  Adolplie  Basil e 
Routbier  rests  bis  claim  to  a  prominent 
xJace  in  C.inada,  not  onlv  on  bis 
eminence  as  a  Jadxe  of  the  Superior 
Cjart  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  but 
on  bis  Avell  earned  fa'ne  a^  a  brillant 
writer,  a  poet  and  a  powerful  speaker. 

He  was  born  at  St  Phicida,  in  the 
county  of  Two  Mountains,  near  Mont- 
real,  on  the  8i:b  may  1839  ;  and  bis 
ancestorscame  from  Saiutoni»e,  France. 
Educated  in  the  classics  of  the  colleore 
of  St  Therese,  in  the  cjuntv  of  Terre- 
bonne,  voun^;  Routbier  was  the  first 
graduate  of  that  institution  to  receive 

(1)  N.  B.  This  biography  is  far  from  bein^  com- 
j/leto,  and  i.->  only  composed  of  extracts  fiom 
various  engli.-h  and  fiench  publications. 
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the  degree  of  B.  A.  from  Laval  Uni- 
versity, Quebec,  at  which  he  also 
studied  law.  Called  to  the  bar  in 
December  1861,  he  settled  down  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ka- 
mor.rai-ka,  P.  Q.  and  soon  won  success 
and  distinction  bv  his  abilities  as  a 
pleader  and  a  jurist. 

During  this  stage  of  his  career, 
public  attention  was  also  lirst  directed 
to  his  litterarv  talents  which  he  has 
since  developed  in  such  a  remarkable 
degree.  Newspaper  Vvriting  occupied 
the  time  snatched  from  his  profession, 
and  his  editorial  contributions  to  seve- 
ral journals  published  at  Montreal  and 
Quebec  showed  that  a  new  and  formi- 
dable competitor  had  entered  the  jour- 
nalistic field.  A  conservative  in  politics 
he  threw  himself  with  ardor  into  all 
the  controversies  of  the  time,  and  be- 
fore long  came  to  be  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leaders  of  his  party. 


Twice,  in  1SG9,  and  in  1872,  he  was 
selected  as  the  party's  candidate  to  con- 
test the  seat  in  the  Canadian  Ilonse  of 
Commons  for  the  count  v  ofKamouras- 
ka ;  but  he  was  defeated  both  times  by 
very  small  majorities. 

This  blow  was  generally  felt  and  de- 
plored by  the  Conservatives  of  Quebec, 
who  liad  reason  to  indulii'e  in  the 
brightest  hopes  for  their  candidate,  Mr 
Routiner.  For  ourselves,  we  consider 
that  the  electoi's  of  Kamouraska  in 
withholding  their  confidence  from  this 
gentleman  rendered  unwillingly  a  si- 
gnal service  to  the  cause  of  Canadian 
litterature. 

No  one  doubts  but  that  Mr  Routhier 
was  made  of  the  stuff  that  constitutes 
statesmen,  and  had  he,  like  many 
others  embarked  in  politics  and  maste- 
red its  subtleties,  we  might  soon  behold 
him  in  the  ministry,  it  may   be,  Pre- 
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rtiier.  But  would  our  Canadian  libra- 
ries be  enriched  with  the  works  of  his 
genius  —  works  which  we  are  so  proud 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  strangers  ? 
On  grand  occasions,  when  national 
sontiments  and  aspirations  sought  a 
worthy  interpreter,  could  we  count  on 
the  charming  eloquence  of  a  voice  that 
wins  ever  V'  heart,  and  stirs  everv  chord 
in  the  human  breast?  It  is  true  we 
would  have  one  more  political  orator 
capable  of  m3ving,  of  electriij  ing  the 
masses ;  but  we  would  have  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  an  orator  classic  and  polish- 
ed, whose  harmonious  periods  radish 
our  senses,  whose  lofty  strains  open  up 
profound  thoughts;  that  scholars  claim 
for  their  just  inheritance.  But,  do  we 
not  feel  that  whom  God  has  dowered 
with  the  o;ift  of  litterarv  srenius  should 
not  lose  themselves  in  the  vuli»;ar  voi- 
tex  of  politics  ?  That  they  should  keep 


tiloff  from  the  surging  throng,  —  far 
from  the  noise  and  chimor  of  popuhir 
commotion  ? 

In  1872,  Mr  Routhier  was  created  a 
Queen's  Counseh  and  in  the  foHowing 
year  he  was  raised  to  the  B^nch.  Asa 
judge  he  is  noted  for  his  aftability, 
painstaking  character,  and  profound 
knowledire  of  the  hiw,  and  liis  decisions 
are  always  marked  by  areat  clearness 
and  soundness. 

Indeed  Mr  Justice  Routhier  is  a  mo- 
del maoistrate  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  term,  and  as  such,  as  ^yell  as  for 
his  fine  social  qualities,  is  very  general- 
Iv  aihnired  and  esteemed  tlirou2:hout 
the  Dominion  of  Canada.  In  fact,  he  is 
the  wonder  of  the  Bar  for  his  acute- 
ness  of  mind,  the  clearness  of  his  ariru- 
nients,  and  the  literary  and  elegant 
style  in  wliichhe  expounds  the  grounds 
of  his  judgments.  Many  of  his  decisions 
are  renowned. 
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One  of  tlie  most  important  is  that 
Avliicli  he  delivered  in  the  caase  of 
Her  Majesty  against  Alexander  Den- 
nistoun  &  all. 

In  that  celebrated  case  the  provincial 
governement  of  Quebec  did  claim  from 
the  Defendants  an  immense  area  of 
land  on  the  North  shore  of  the  St 
Lawrence,  formerlv  known  bv  the  na- 
me  of'  Terre  de  Miiujun'' ,  and  valued 
at  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  The  de- 
fendants who  wxM'e  the  successors  of 
the  ancient  seisxniors  of  Min<ran  con- 
tended  to  be  the  proprietors  of  the 
north  coast  of  the  river  St  Lawrence 
from  cape  Cormoran  to  the  strait  of 
Belle-Isle,  that  is  a  lenirht  of  four  hun- 
dred  mileS;  Two  main  questions  were 
raised  and  had  to  be  decided :  1  ^ 
AYhether  the  defendants  had  anv  rii^'ht 
to  any  part  of  that  immense  strip  of 
land.  2  ^  What   were    the    bounds   of 
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their  property,  if  they  had  any  valid 
title.  The  Crown's  claim  was  that  the 
defendants  were  not  thelei^al  suc<;essors 
of  the  old  seigniors  of  Mingan,  and  that 
even  the  old  seijxniors  themselves  had 
never  had  any  title  to  that  property. 
The  record  consisted  of  an  enormous 
mass  of  ancient  deeds,  the  first  dating 
from  IGGl,  maps  and  plans  publised  at 
vai  ious  dates  sir.ce  the  time  of  Cham- 
plain,  public  and  private  documents, 
.seigniorial  papers,  reports  of  explora- 
tors,  voluujinous  dissertations  of  law- 
yers, historical  works  x.  Sir  John 
Abbott  and  Sir  Alexander  Lacoste 
were  the  lawvers  eniMixed  for  the  de- 
fense,  and  M.M.  Lalhimme,  Langlois 
and  Amyot  had  appeared  for  the  crown. 
Judi'e  Ronthier  decided  1  ^  that  the 
defendants  had  a  valid  title  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  of  the  property  in  dispute 
2  ^   that  a  lenglit  of  150  miles  of  coast 
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belonged  to  the  defendants,  and  that 
the  crown  was  still  the  owner  of  the 
remainder,  viz  250  miles  —  the  divisi- 
on line  between  the  two  proporties 
being  the  river  Aguatius  or  Gojjnlsh. 

Each  party  persisted  to  claim  the 
400  miles,  and  both  of  them  appealed 
from  the  iLid2:ment  rendered.  Finallv 
the  case  was  brousiht  before  the  Privy 
Council  in  Enoiland,  and  the  hi«:!i  tri- 
l)anal  unanimouslv  sustained  Judire 
Routhier's  decision  which  was  printed 
and  formed  a  volume  in  4  ^  . 

Bjfore  beinir  called  to  the  B^ncli, 
Mr  Routhier  had  disclosed  the  talents 
of  a  born  writer,  the  first  strokes  of  his 
i3en  resoundinc!:  like  the  clasliimr  of  a 
sword.  He  was  specially  remarkable 
as  a  polemist,  and  he  upheld  his  pre- 
tentious in  manv  controversies  which 
created  much  noise  and  excitement  in 
the  world  of  letters  at  the  time.  With 
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his  fiice  ever  to  the  foe,  irivina:  blow 
foi'  bh)\v,  and  surrounded  by  apphiud- 
ins:  friends  and  admirers,  he  trained  a 
decided  ascendancv  over  the  minds  of 
the  youth.  The  propelling  force  of 
events  carried  him  to  the  front  as  chief 
educator  and  party  leader  in  his  pro- 
vince. Had  he  remained  in  journalism 
he  would  have  matured  into  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  and  redoubta^ble  of  pole- 
mical writers.  It  is  in  tliat  period  of 
liis  life  that  he  published  his  Causeries 
da  dimancJie,  and  that  his  Portraits  et 
Pastels  Litteraires  appeared  under  the 
nora  de  pJu.inc  of  Jean  Picpiefort. 

But  once  installed  in  his  present 
position,  the  most  honourable  one  open 
to  a  lawyer's  ambition,  he  abandonned 
a«:2:ressive  journalism.  The  zealous  and 
sarcastic  champion  of  polemics  was  for- 
ever mer2:ed  in  the  upriuht  and  en- 
lii>;htened  dii>nitarv  of  the  Bench.  He 
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continued,  however,  to  apply  his  mind 
to  the  cultivation  of  letters. 

A  very  short  acquaintance  with  Mr 
Routhier's  works  convinces  the  reader 
that  he  is  a  man  whose  attainments 
are  not  merely  superficial  like  so  ma- 
ny other  aspirants  to  litterary  f^ime. 
He  dufr  beneath  the  surface  of  thinfrs, 
m;ide  philosophy  disclose  the  relations 
between  cause  and  effect;  ingratiated 
himself  into  the  secrets  of  our  complex: 
humanity,  and  emitted,  from  deep  re- 
iiextion,  thoughts  and  principles  at 
once  profound  and  noble,  and  well  cal- 
culated to  sustain  and  animate  the  spi- 
rit of  faith  and  science.  The  fountains 
of  his  inspiration  are  never  troubled 
bv  doubts ;  they  ever  clearlv  reflect 
the  soundest  orthodoxy. 

In  the  midst  of  his  labours,  a  do- 
minating thought  occupied  his  mind  : 
he  yearned  to  behold  the  Old  Country, 
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"vvitli  its  monuments,  its  liistoricul  sou- 
venirs and  ruins.  In  1875,  he  left  for 
Europe,  visited  the  Biitisli  Isles,  Bel- 
gium, France  ard  Italv.  lie  spent  the 
\N  inter  in  Paris  where  he  hecame  ac- 
<|  man  ted  Avith  the  lejuling  ^vriters  of 
the  French  Catholic  press;  and  when 
in  Rome  the  late  Pontiil  Pius  IX  con- 
ferred on  him  the  dimiitv  of  a  kniixht 
commander  of  the  order  of  St  Gregory 
the  Great. 

That  first  trip  hrought  him  many 
intellectual  enjoyments  :  but  his  thirst 
for  knowledu'e  was  not  satiated,  and 
he  travelled  again  three  times  since 
all  over  Europe  and  in  Algeria. 

Sjme  travellers  carrv  home  common- 
place  notions,  and  musty  guide-book 
inibi  million.  But  this  is  not  the  onlv 
mi.- chief  that  befalls  ;  the  real  misi'or- 
tune  is  that  these  heedless  tourists 
incculate  their  untravellcd  ncigh- 
bouis  with  theii"  own  crude  notions  of 
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what  tliey  have  seen  abroad.  The  rage 
to  publish  books  of  travel  has  become 
a  virulent  epidemic.  The  press  groans 
every  year  under  the  weight  of  these 
whimsical  productions  —  the  re-hash 
of  previous  lucubrations  in  the  same 
line. 

Quite  different  from  trashy  works 
of  this  description  are  the  narratives 
of  Judge  Routhier's  travels.  They 
strike  you  at  once  as  masterpieces  of 
original  thonght  —  his  lively  pages 
eschewinc:  whatever  is  trite,  and 
uninteresting.  The  story  never  drags, 
])ut  is  ever  varied  and  entertaiiiinir. 
Anon  he  furnishes  us  with  historical 
souvenirs  enlivened  bv  his  own  com- 
ments;  then  aorain  we  are  treated  to 
a  spicy  bit  of  word  painting  where  the 
object  is  to  place  before  us,  in  life-like 
colours,  delineations  of  customs  and 
habits.  His  retrospects  are  never  tire- 
some or  long,  and  alwavs  rendered  no- 
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A^el  by  deductions  that  connect  liis 
narrative  with  contemporaneous  his- 
tory. Though  fond  of  looking  back 
through  the  vistas  of  time,  he  never 
foi-gets  what  he  owes  to  the  present 
hour. 

The  Canadian  press  and  many   im- 
portant newspapers  abroad  have  com- 
mented upon  his  works   in   tlie  most 
eulogistic  hinguage.   Let  us  quote  only 
a  few  lines  of  praise  written  in  the 
Revue  Bihlicn/rajjJuqne  Unirerselle  (Po- 
libyblion)  published   in  Paris:     ''  Mr 
llouthier.  said  that  review,  is  perhaps 
the   most  remarkable   man    tliat    Ca- 
nada has  produced.     Eminent  magis- 
trate, poet,  orator,  critic  of  litterature, 
he  possesses  above  all  the  large  com- 
pass of  philosophical  intellect  which 
makes  men   complete    in    the   fullest 
sense  of  the  word.  " 

After    his    return     from    his    first 
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trip  to  Europe,  lie  delivered  a  course 
of  lectures  at  the   Laval  University, 
which    were    an    unqualified    success. 
In  Paris,  thev  would  have  won  him  a 
foremost  place  as  a  lecturer,   ranking 
him    with   such   eminent  men   as    La 
Pommeraye  and  Sarcey.  His  old  time 
adversarv,    Mr    Hector     Fabre,     was 
pleased  to  pay  him  a  high  compliment, 
in  an  article  at  once  polished   and  en- 
comiast ic.  In  Quebec,   he  received  the 
universal   acclamations  of  the  press  as 
havinii:  broufjlit  the  art  of  lecturing  to 
its  highest  perfection.  Ever  since,  eve- 
ry   lecture    meant   a  fresh    triumph ; 
people  vied  in  eulogizing  the  delicacy 
and  eloquence  of  his  language,  and  the 
colouring   Avith   which  he    set  off  the 
sublimity  of  his  thougts.  Buies,  than 
whom  there  can  no  better  judge  from 
his  long  and  varied  experience  of  hu- 
man nature,  and    \^4lo,    at    the   time, 
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was  the  antipodes  of  Mr  Routiner  asr 
regards  tlieir  general  views,  thus 
writes  of  our  author  in  C Ereneineiit 
'^Routhier  is  an  artist  in  the  French 
tongue,  a  chaser  with  his  pen  like 
Benevenuto  with  his  chisel,  V\"ho 
charms  us  in  prose  as  Musset  does  in 
ver.^e,  the  highest  evidence  of  Ijeautv 
of  stvle,  v\'hich  alone  can  secure  ini- 
niortalitv  in  the   world  of  letters.  " 

But  lecturing,  restricted  as  it  is,  in 
its  range  of  su1)jects,  embarrasses  the 
speaker  ])y  preventing  liiui  from  Ijring- 
ing  into  action  the  full  ])owers  of  his 
mind.  The  lecturer  is  scarcelv  other 
than  a  pr(^fessor.  Thus,  an\'  one  who 
onlv  heard  Mr  Routhier  in  the  am. 
phitheatre  of  the  Laval  Unive'rsity  — 
of  which  he  is  a  Doctor  of  Litteratiu'e, 
a  Doctor  in  Law,  and  in  which  he  is  a 
Professor  of  Interriational  Law, — 
would  form  but  an  in  different   idea  of 
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liim  in  tiie  forurn.  He  must  be  seen  at 
one  or'  our  grand  national  assemblies, 
in  touch  with  iiis  own  ideas,  and- 
A^hose  passioashave  already  been  stir- 
red by  powerful  appeals,  "t  is  then 
that  he  ass  unes  a  new  role — that  he 
enters  into  the  sentinientsand  feeling's 
of  the  masses,  embodyin^jr  the  sensa- 
tions  that  sway  tlieui,  in  lano^uaixe 
nne  jnalied  ibr  no])leness  and  dignity. 
Synthetically,  he  concentrates  in  his 
own  poetic  and  eloquent  nature  the 
paci'iotic  and  religious  aspirations 
breathed  by  all  around  him,  and  pours 
forth  a  lava  tide  of  words  burning  with 
enthousiasm  and  ligurative  as  feAV  but 
him  can  make  their  words.  On  occa- 
sions of  paramount  national  importan- 
ce, the  solemnity  of  the  ceremony  con- 
fers on  him  a  representative  character, 
and  an  individuality  which  condnne 
all  the    elements  that    stir    to    their 
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depths  the  hearts  of  all  who  aro  Cana- 
dians and  C<itli:dics.  It  ha-;  been  onr 
author's  lot  to  i)lav  this  distins^  lished 
part  both  in  Can_ada  and  Europe.  We 
nia\'  be  pardoned  for  feeling  proud  of 
our  country  man  when  invited  bv  his 
udniirers  in  France  and  Italv  to  ad- 
dress  them  ;  for  Canadians  could  be 
jud.ii'ed  bv  no  better  criterion  than  he 
who  deserves  to  be  called  a'*^  represen- 
tative man.  " 

The  discourses  which  he  delivered 
at  the  St  Jean-Baptiste  celebration  in 
1880,  placed  his  reputation  as  an  ora- 
tor on  the  In orhest  level.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  celebration  in 
(juestion  was  conducted  with  extraor- 
dinary pomp  and  eclat.  Never  before 
did  the  good  old  city  of  Champlain 
witness  within  its  walls  such  a  vast 
cjncourse  of  Fiench  —  Canadians,  ga- 
thered from  all  the  towns  and  villaixes 
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scattered  tlirouaiiout  Cniincla  and  the 
United  States.  In  his  dual  capacity  of 
president  of  the  Catholic  Congress  and 
vice-president  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion, Judge  Routhier  took  a  leading 
part  in  the  celebration,  which  lasted 
three  days.  Those  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  hear  both  his  speeches  on 
that  occasion  will  not  forget  thein  in  a 
harry  ;  they  were  master-pieces  of  en- 
thusiastic elojuence,  whose  echoes 
reached  even  the  shores  of  E  irope. 
Most  of  the  newspapers  puijlislied  com- 
plimentary notices.  La  Miner ve^iy\2([ 
him  "  the  Champion  of  Catholicism  ;  " 
L Etendard^YOwo\\uQ\i(\.  him  "  the  king 
of  our  orators,  "  and  Le  Courrierdu  Cd- 
'itada  wrote  :  "  Never  before  have  we 
beheld  such  a  scene  of  enthusiasm. 
Tliese  speeches  will  continue  as  mo- 
dels of  their  kind,  and  bracket  Mr 
Ivouthier'sname  with  those  of  Messrs. 
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Cliapleau  and  L  \nrior.  as  a  favourite 
orator  at  all  national  festivals. 

Jiid'ie  ]^)utliier  has  enriclied  onr 
Canadian  libraries  with  a1»out  ten  vo- 
lumes of  prose  and  one  volume  of  poet- 
ry. That  he  v.as  ))orn  a  poet,  all  his 
writing's,  wliether  in  prose  or  verse, 
sufficieritlv  testifv  ;  the  divine  afflatus 
breathes  through  them  all.  He  has 
the  genuine  inspiration  of  a  poet,  his 
iJjal  visions  and  strikin-j;  imaa:erv. 

Ilis  publish .'d  poems  are  entitled: 
Lcs  Eclws.  The  author  gives  his 
reasons  for  selectinir  this  tittle  in  an 
introduction  remarkabl?  for  dia'nitv 
and  irrace  :  "*  Poetrv,  he  writes,"  com- 
monlv  called  harmonized  chant,  is 
njihino:  elsj  than  the  echo  of  sonars 
iiud  melodies  hoard  by  the  poet,  waf- 
ted to  his  ear  from  ideal  worlds.  So- 
me of  his  lines  wjuld  do  hjuour  to  the 
best  French  )oets,  and  have  been  very 
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favourably  noticed  by  newspaper  cri- 
tics in  France.  La  IleA'ue  du  Monde 
CcdJiolique,  of  Paris^  having  reviewed 
tbeni  and  quoted  largely  from  tlieui 
thus  comments :  "  It  is  readilv  seen 
that  Mr  Routhier  weilds  a  fiicile  j  en  ; 
that  liis  sentiments  are  noljle  and  pa- 
triotic, and  his  inspiration  truly  Chris- 
tian. He  has  added  a  fresh  irkjry  to 
his  litterarv  crown,  abreadv  so  briili- 
aiit,  Avhich  Avill  not  impair  its  iu.-tre.  " 
Besides  being  a  polished  scholar  and 
occupvino;  the  tirst  i)lace  in  our  little 
republic  of  letters,  formerly  held  by 
the  Hon :  M.  Chauveau,  Judue  Routhier 
has  social  qualities  that  endear  him  to 
his  friends  as  a  born  champion.  Those 
Avho  have  been  happy  enough  to  form 
his  acquaintance  Chttem  him  highly. 
How  charmingly  he  converses!  His 
words  are  seasoned  v.  ith  attic  salt, 
scintillate    with  coruscations    of   wit, 


23 


and  ovorfloAV  with  a'aietv  of  spirits. 
Apart  from  this,  lie  is  the  equal  of 
Legouve  as  a  reader,  and  s()]ihj<pii/>es 
in  a  wav  to  excite  the  env\-  of  profes- 
sionnal  actors. 

Ill  18G2,  our  sn1)ject  married  Miss 
M.  C.  Mondelet,  oiilv  daughter  oF  tlie 
hite  Jean  Mondelet  advocate,  and  niece 
oi'  the  two  eminent  Judges  of  the  same 
name,  \vho  some  vears  aa'o  o^raced  the 
bench  of  the  Montreal  district.  Mrs. 
Kouthier  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  Que- 
bec sacietv,  and  a  ladv  as  remarkable 
for  her  social  distinction  as  for  her 
keen  intellect.  She  is  animated  by  the 
same  liveh'  feelings  of  faith  as  her 
husband  —  a  IVd th  that  has  led  her  to 
consecrate  herself  to  works  of  charit}'. 
The  numbers  who  frequent  Murray- 
13a V  as  a  summer  resort  can  vouch  for 
her  piety  ;  ibr  they  saw  a  lasting  mo- 
nument of  her  zeal  in  the  prettj'  cha- 
pel she  ha-s  erected  there. 
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The  tliree  cltuiul.tcrs  of  Jnclo'e  Ivou- 
tliier  have  inherited  the  brilliant  qua- 
lities of  their  parents.  One  excels  at 
the  easel ;  another  by  means  of  the 
piano  interprets  music  to  perfection  ; 
whilst  it  is  at  the  option  of  the  third 
to  become  famous  in  letters.  They  are 
all  three  noted  for  their  sweetness 
and  amiability. 

Our  learricd  Magistrate  ha.s  aho  a 
son  endowed  with  rare  qualities  for 
the  fine  arts.  His  hither  wished  him 
to  study  the  law;  but  he  prefered  a 
more  adventurous  life,  aiid  he  is  now 
proprietor  of  a  fiorishing-  ranche  in 
the  North  Vv^est  Territoiies,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Rockv  Mountains. 

It  was  at  Murray-Bay  that  Jud<>-e 
Routhier  nuide  his  lirsf  step  in  the 
magistracy.  It  is  also  in  that  enchant- 
ing  spot  that  he  passes  the  summer 
months  in  the  midst  of  his  faniilv  who 
cheer  and  comfort  him. 
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His  white  villa  stiiiuls  out   in    bold 
relief  froiii  tlie  clustering  foliage  of  the 
green     tree.s.     From     the     verandah, 
^vhere,   i  1    the  o[)en  aii*.    under  a  sky 
Mhose  smiles  are  seldom   clouded,    he 
drinks  in  the  health    giving    breezes, 
his  gaze  rests  with   tranquil    Idiss    on 
the  ravishing  panorama  spread  out  be- 
fore him.  Tlie  truncated  c  >nes   of  the 
Laurentian  Mountains  rise  boldly  de- 
lined  a2:ainst  the  azure  skv,  and  then 
descend  by   steep  proclivities   to    tlie 
river    below,    forming:  a  succession    of 
promontories  that  excite  the  toui'ist's 
wondjr.  In  front,  tlie  river  St  Lawren- 
ce is  seen  to  line  the  boundless    hori- 
zon,  infinite    as    the    ocean.    On    the 
right,  in  a  sort  of  twilight,    loom    np 
the  hills  that   spread  along    the    sou- 
thern shore  of  the  stream,  often  veiled 
bv  mists,  and  sometimes,   bv  the  curi- 
ous  effect  of  a  mirage,  brought  within 
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full  view  of  La  Malbaie.  The  fore- 
ground of  tliis  picture  is  occupied  by 
the  expanding  sea.  Here  the  poet's 
isoul  goes  out  to  Nature,  and  liere,  no 
doubt,  to  the  plea.^iug  sound  of  the 
surging  surf,  were  composed  the  most 
harmonious  of  his  numbers. 


li^ts^JiSa 
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